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A practical checklist to optimize content for AI-driven search and answer surfaces.

Checklist Items:

1. Use Exact Question Phrasing in Headings
Align your H1 and H2 headings with the exact phrasing of the questions users are likely to ask. This
helps AI systems match intent quickly.
Reference Section: Signals AI platforms prioritize

2. Provide a Concise Answer at the Beginning
Start your content with a direct answer that is 1-2 sentences long. This enhances the chances of your
content being used as a snippet or chat response.
Reference Section: Signals AI platforms prioritize

3. Implement Structured Data
Add schema markup like FAQ, how-to, article, and product structures to your content. This helps
search engines better understand the context and improves the visibility of your content.
Reference Section: Technical Signals: Schema, HTML and APIs

4. Show Authoritativeness
Include an author byline, their credentials, and relevant citations to reputable sources. This builds trust
and increases the likelihood of your content being favored by AI.
Reference Section: Signals AI platforms prioritize

5. Keep Content Fresh and Updated
Regularly publish updates and timestamps for time-sensitive content. This indicates to search engines
that your information is current and relevant.
Reference Section: Signals AI platforms prioritize

6. Enhance FAQ Sections
Incorporate clear and focused Q&A blocks that match common conversational prompts. This aligns
with how users interact with AI and improves the content's answerability.
Reference Section: FAQ: Practical Tactics to Optimize Content for AI Answers

7. Ensure Clear Citation and Provenance
Link back to primary sources and provide clear attribution lines to enhance the credibility of your
content. This is crucial for AI systems assessing content quality.
Reference Section: Signals AI platforms prioritize
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8. Tighten Phrasing for Clarity
Use clear and unambiguous language throughout your content to help models extract and summarize
relevant information effectively.
Reference Section: Core Principles: How AI answers select content
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