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A practical checklist for obtaining and ensuring compliance with phytosanitary certificates for cannabis
seed shipping.

Checklist Items:

O

O

1. Verify Phytosanitary Certificate Requirement

Check the importing country's regulations to confirm if a phytosanitary certificate is required for
cannabis seed shipments.

Reference Section: What a phytosanitary certificate is (and what it covers)

2. Request Phytosanitary Certificate from Exporter

Contact your seed supplier to obtain a valid phytosanitary certificate issued by the appropriate
national authority (e.g., USDA, CFIA).

Reference Section: How to obtain a phytosanitary certificate for cannabis seeds

3. Confirm Certificate Contents

Ensure the certificate contains necessary details: consignment information, botanical identification,
inspection statement, and treatment results.

Reference Section: What a phytosanitary certificate is (and what it covers)

4. Check for Additional Testing Requirements

Inquire if the importing country requires any specific testing or lab results beyond the phytosanitary
certificate and arrange for them if needed.

Reference Section: How to obtain a phytosanitary certificate for cannabis seeds

5. Prepare Import Declaration

Fill out customs forms that declare the contents of the shipment and provide necessary details about
origin and destination.

Reference Section: Common causes of delays or rejection at customs

6. Track Shipment and Address Holds Promptly

Monitor the shipping status and if held at customs, immediately contact the carrier to understand the
hold reason and resolve any issues.

Reference Section: A moment you've faced: your seeds held at customs

7. Maintain Documentation Records

Keep copies of all communications, documents, and timestamps of each step taken to resolve
customs holds and to ensure compliance.

Reference Section: A moment you've faced: your seeds held at customs

8. Consult Regulatory Guidelines Regularly

Stay updated with changes in plant health regulations from national and international authorities to
avoid compliance issues.

Reference Section: Comparing country requirements and common restrictions
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